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It is always a little ssd when the summer comes to sn
end =nd autumn begins to wear on. The activiity in our
greenhouses and around our window ledges begins to slow down.
Most of our plants have been put to sleep by now, I say most
because there are some succulents notably among the
Mesembrysnthemums which grow during our winter, due to their
natural habits from the Southern latitudes. For the plants
from our Northern hemisphere rest is now esgential, and the
best wry to induce this, is to bring watering to a halt
except where a plant obviously appears to require it, also
bring the temperature down to the minimum required, 400F being
generally adequate. '

Good ventilatioh must be given at every opportunity.
Windows should be lefs open except when i1t is excegsively
damp or cold. It is certainly a mistake to keep everything
closed during the day time in =n attempt to keep the
“temperature up, let the plants breath. '

Having tucked everything up for the winter there is little
to do apart from the occaesionsl inspection. Now therefore
is the time to catch up on your reading so that when spring
comes you will be a keener and more knowledgable cactophile,

—0=0~0=0m0=0=0=0—
FORTHCOMING PROGRAMME,

December 10th. MEMBERS SLIDES - (Members are requested
to bring along any slides of interest -
- they will not necessarily be expected to

talk at length about them!)

January 1lth (WEDNESDAY) - to be announced.
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MESEMBRY AN THEMUMS

by C.Williams,

A number of workers wish to place the plants we know
as Mesembryanthemums into the family Ficoidacerme . However,
Dr.Jacobsen informs me that the %erm Ficoidaceae has not
been validly published. Therefore, the plants must be
referred to 7S being in the family Wesembrysnthemaceae. 1
understend that this amendment is to be carried out by
Dr.Jacobsen in his revised handbook. This, of course,
brings us back to the position we are really in, where
everyone, except for a few notable exceptions refer to the
plants as Mesembs. The family name Mesembryanthemaceae
dates back to the time when all the plants were placed in
the genus Mesembryanthemum(L).

Paul Hermann, the director of the Leyden Botanical
Garden paid a visit to the Cape of Good Hope in 1952,whilst
on his way to Ceylon. He named the plants FICOIDES or
FICUS AIZOIDES AFRICANA. Shortly after this, Breyne
substituted the term Mesembrianthemums for Ficoides({mesembria~
midday snd anthemum - flower, thus Mesembrianthemums is Greek
for midday flowers). DILinne in his main work !'Gencra Planterum!
adopted the spelling used by Dillen, who h=d gsubstituted =
ry1 for the 'i! ond the term Mesembryanthemums soon came into
common usage over the term Ficoides.

Mesembs, as we will call the plents, are mainly leaf
gucculents., The genera Brownanthugs and Peilocaulen have
very smell weak le ves and sre stem succulents.  Other genera
are leaf and stem succulents. In some plants (Mesembryesnthemum,
Delosperma etc,) the surface of *the plent is covered with
papillae, some specles have = thiclk skin, some species heve
the leaves covered with wax whilst in other species, the dried
skin of the previous years leaves cover the newly formed leaves.
2411 these methods of prevention of excessive water loss from
the plants allow the plents to survive in conditions which rre
fatal to most other plants.

As stated previously, the majority of Mesembs are leaf
succulents . This is most obvious in genera such &s Lithops,
Conophytum, Pleiospilos etc. Tn a number of genera( €. &
Fenestraria, Ophthalmophyllum etc.) the plants have contractile
roots which pull the plants down into the ground, only the
tips of the leaves showing sbove the sur~ounding ground level.
In the tips of the leaves are iwindows' which sllow the light
to enter the plant and S0 perform »s if the plant was above

ground.
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The root systems of Mesecmbs are very varied; some,
such as Delosperma have thick, tuberous roots, Lithops
and Conophytums have very thinshort lived roots. 4
number of species of Delosperms 2nd Nycteran- thus die
back curing the resting period and regenerate from perennisl
root-stock, The resting period for =11 Mesembs is very long,
during which a number of species(notebly Lithops and
Conophytums) apperr to be derd. some genera, for cxsmple
Cheiridopsis 2nd Monilaris, have two types of lcaves, one type
being produced in the growing period, the other type being a
faully united poir of leaves which complctely cncase the new
lcaves during the resting period,

The centre of distribution of Mesetmbs is South Africa but
certain of the shrubby types rre found in N.Africsn, Arsbis,
Palestine =nd the Nesr East. A few species rre found in
Austrelis, New Zerlrnd, Chile, Peru =nd Californis. In
genersl cach specics inhsbits only & very small srea. This
has led botanifts to believe that what are at present looked
upon as distinet speeies are in fret only different forms of
the s me plant. An example of this is the genus Lithops in
which the number of species has been reduced to =sbout 90

although there ars numerous varieties of these speccies.

The cultiveation of these Mesembs presents a number of
problens, in gcneral these being associ~ted with the natural
environment of the plents. In 3outh Africa there. sare regions
in which the rainfell is during summer, in others the rainfell
ig in winter. This lerds to cecrtain plants r,.g. Conophytums,
Cheiridopsis, Monilaris etc. growing in our winter rnd Lithops,
Argyrodcrmas etc. growing in ocur summer.

Composts for Yescmbs should be very porous snd lacking
in humus. The watering should be during the growing period
only, during the restingperiod the plants should be kept
perfectly dry. Even shade loving plents should be given es
much light ss pomgible in this country since in their notive
land the sun is much stronger than in these climes. Plants
grown in this way will not grow into large plants but they will
certainly live very much longer than plants grown in rich
composgt with heavy watering. :

Fregquent repotting is noet reguired by these plents. If
however -plants are repotted all the o0ld roots, dead twigs ¢tc.
should be removed, whether or not the prpery skine leit from
the previous yorrs leaves are removed is a personal metizr, but
it should be borne in mind thet mesly-bugs hide -mongst theee
dersd lerves ~nd can epporosch epidemic proportions in a very
short time.
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Watering 28 hes already been stated should be sprring
and carried out with care. Overwvatering very uuickly
becomes evident especially in the highly succulent species
such as Lithops, Argyroderms, Gibbaeum etc,. These plants
rapidly tekc up too much wmrter, the rosult being that the
body will split. Any plants which do split , should be kept
dry for =z time end from then on, very little water be given
to the plant. The plant body which is formed the following
year will not heve the marks caused by overwatering. Wator-
ing should only be crrried out when there sre signs of new
growth, In Lithops the old body ériecs to @ papery she=th,
Only when this hac happencd and the ncw body is showing
should wetering commence. :

Propagation is done by ¢ithcr cuttings or sceds.
Without doubt the ersiest method is by seed. "~ This method
is exrotly the s'me as has been described in many articles
on cacti snd suecculents. Cuttings arc a little more difficult
ond should be taken at the start of the growing period. If
at 211 possible the cuttings should be taken so that there is
a short length of stem below a pair of leaves. A little rooting
hormone is advantageous. 2

The most common cruse of failurc in growing Mesembs 1s
rotting due to over-watering. Too much water a2t the wrong
time is the surest way of killing these plesnts T know. DIryncss
even for = yeror or more will be tolerated, but over-watering
will not. Attention 3o the resting period moderate watering
:né th- avoidencc of cold damp conditions will add up to
success in growing these plents.

-0=0=0=0~0—0—~0~0~-
CRITICAL COMMENTS

_ by Ron Ginns.

Like Mr Willi-ms, Mrs Ginns rnd I had the pleasure of
entertaining Dr.Jacobsen to tca. Fortunately it wes one of the
few sunny days of this unplessant summer rnd we werc able to
heve te- on the lawn. He was interested in my collection
of Haworthiss =nd congratulated me on growing them in sun
inste~d of shrade as is normally dohe. Resders msy remomber
one of hishebitst slidcs of a bright scarled Heaworthia.

Whilst none of my plents could cozpare with thkisg, therc wns &
very wide colour renge ineluding pink, red £nd bronzc. Plents
under these conditions do not grow as guickly as those in shade
but they look far more atiractive. One of th:t besties of the
other succulents is the wide ra:ge of lcaf colours which are
nerrly as be utiful and for longer lasting then the flowcrs ofthe
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We disagreed on the growing period of Haworthias. He
maintains that they grow in winter and rest in summer. I~
keep mine dry in winter and water in summer without ill
effects. In fact I found last winter that even a moist
atmosphere led to rotting in some of the softer bodied
speeies. Moreover they all flower in summer which
indicates that they are growing.

I dont know whether Mr Williams was writing on a
different slide of an Oxalis plant from the one shown here.
This was QO.succulentum, also in my collection. The interest
of this plant is that it is the leaf pedicels that are
succulent, not the leaves or even the stem as in 0.sepalosus.

Pileaglobosa, a relative of the nettles, I also grow -
not only does it scatter its pollen but also its seeds., This
I digcovered when I found a bonus of young Pil~a plrnts
coming up in pots far away from the parcnt. Fortunately
they do hot sting like the nattles. ‘_

Mention of Pilea as a 'windowcd'! plant made me consider

other plents that have adopted this devise. We usually think
of the Mesembs in thisg connection, particulsrly Frithia =nd
Fenestreoxyia. Veny of the Haworthias are windowed - truncets,
maughanii, nitidulea, so too are the despised Senccios. A

srge pen of S.herreana, often called S.gomphophyllia, always

attrrcte attention with its fat lerves, coloured red but

striped with lighter coloured windows looking like e panful
of ripe goosecberries. I am surpriscd thet this plant is
not morc often seen. Collectors who grow only creti miss a
lot of fun by neglecting the less common succulents, - rnd I |
dont refer only to the Yorkshire T.C.P.s. Why not try the i
reslly succulent Pelsergoniums? Whilst P.gibbosum and _
P.tetragonum,often seen, are only scmi-succulent there are

species,now availsble,with stems ns fat and spiny =as those
of a cactus. '

: With regards to Mr Nyman's note that Echinopses are early
flowerers, I never get any early ones.  In fact some of my
species flower cuite late in the season,even August and
September. A new species from Prof.Cardenas has flowered in
July for the first time. Thig is E.calorubra and the Tlower,
long tubed as ususl, was a good deep recd, brerking away from
the usual whites snd pinks of the genus. With such » good
coloured species there is really no need for the hybrids of
which so meny ere now available. '

-0-0=-0-0-0—0—
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NOETHERN ARTA WEEKZND AT GRANTLEY HALL.
by G.M. Taylor.

The idea of a 'Cactus Weekend! is = rclatlvely new
conception so far as this country is concerncd. all,
orgrriscrs, lecturecrs, cxperts and novices had some qualms.
that things might not be guite right for complcte
cnjoyment. In fset, dcspite unavoidable hitches, the
progremmc was 1ntoreﬂt1ng #nd ressonably varied:; . the
lceturcrs cxpounded lucidly =nd with interest( not onc fell
~glcep dospite the persuading comfort of the arm ciairs
provided); +thc 'expertst! found that thoir knowlcdgo was for
morc restricted than they thought and the novices found that
they could air their lack of knowledge without any embarrassment,

If you arc thinking thet I am c¢cndecavouring to persuade
you to come to the next'onc - I am, becausec I am sure that
you would enjoy it, even though, at first &sight the
programmec might not be your ' cup of tea'.

I frecly admit that thc thought of 14 hours on 'Adromischus’
disturbcd me considcrably. The faet that it lasted an hour
longer and that I wre still interested must prove my
ignorancc of » group of plents of which my wife snd I must have

the wrong 12 out of a possible 100. I hopc 1o =ppend e bricf
note on this genus in thc next issue. - g

The srmc lecturcr, Bryan Makin, slso talked at considerable
length, again fully illustrested with slidcs on encother of his
pct gconera Conophytums. His knowlecdge was profound but the

‘facility with which he put over his subjcet contributed

gre~tly to the enjoyment as did his most exesllent ‘closc-ups'.
With greater availability this will be one of the populrr
geners within a very short period.

The appesrsnce on the scene of Gordon Rowley is always
gome hat dariened by his insistcnce of esppcsring 'canned'! or
'trpcd!' one had to make the most of his resdy willingness to
talk when ' off stage'. A'straight'lecture from him could last
in ones memory for a life-timc if only he could bc persuaded!
Needless to s2y hig two items werc of interest to =1ll. However
onc does hope that in the future he might be persuaded to cxpound
on 2 subject 2llied to the besic clemonts of -¢lassification,
a point upon which msny of us arc now rcqulrlng resgsurance =28
much as informeation.

'Hova in the Jungle' 2nd ‘Junglc Hova', we hed both from
Clive Innes went a little further thsn his ususl straight
lecture on Epiphytes as the title admitted many other intercetiig
Terophytic snd nallicd flowering plants. Colourful and intercst-
ing
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- oh for some elastic gussets to extend the grecnhouse, for
he insisted that many of the plants could be kcpt snd flowered
under our 'usucl conditions'.

I lerve until lest two items as.thcy both illustrste the
dirc necessity for further weekends snd for sttendsnce =t
them. Firstly the !'Showing and Judging discussion with
practical test'. A fo:rsome item for all. The novices sfrsid
to display their ignorsnce en. the 'cxperts' afraid to make a
fool of themseclves in public, especislly when they might be
called upon to judge at a show. - 41l werec conscious of the
machiavellian look in the eyes of the organiscrs - mischicf
afoot! After almost sn hour of studying plante in 6
different classecs(sufficient time to chenge once mindl)
we were ready. _ '

" "The first class was adjudicated, the cxpcrts rgrecdl
Wost of us reeliscd that Alocs could be difficult -
unheppily we did not fully ~grece with the expcrts. We know
now., We hed lesrnt ond werc prepsrcd to bow to rXpert
knowlcdge. The next class wss for 6 Mammillerias , our
task to seck out 3, Onc w:s rare ond looked right(+ mcaly bug)
another rarc but not ' truc to type in habitat' - if you hrd
cver secn it before. Therc werc problems. On adjudicsation
it was found theat the cxpcrts werc at variance - horrors!
Bow had the novices fared? - little better; when we read out
our results elmest a full permutation on 4 numbcrs( out of 6)
cmerged, but a computeriscd answer based on =211 thc rcsults
would have produccd sn agrecrsbly correct result. (Does this
mean that we should hrve 30 judges at a2 show! )

One hsd to be prescnt to epprcciatc the ‘njoyment which
we got out of it - cven if onc wre ' right up the pole'in as
the cvent was conducted in the e me lizht-he-rted spirit with
underlying serious intent of = gsme of chance, & grve of
roulcttc for metchsticks. It was 2 very plcasnnt way of
lerrning. Morc plerse — with morc time for discussion.

This brings mc to the lest item. It wesn't on the
progremmc. Discussion. Thc officinl progremme over-ran its
rlloted spen rnd discussion wes moet unfortun~tcly climineted
to rllow a surfeit of slides. This is = subject of vitol
importsnec such thet it continued through meals esnd lonz,long
p2st the hour of usurl rctirement. None of us had to go home,
all were heard intercsting snd interceted until morphengs ealled
irresistibly in thc «=rly hours.

Roll on 1967. Wec may hopefully look forwsrd to asnothor
ressful but instructive wockecnd. This time in Lencashire?

—0~=0=0~0=
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GRAFTING CACTI SEWDLINGS.
by E.Barnes.

I graft secdlings 24 hours to 2 months old onto
Selenicerei or the thir g trisngular shoots of
Epiphyllum hybrids which I prcfer.

I ploce 4 or 5 rooted Epiphyllum cuttings in a 24" pot
filled with porous compost ( I usc 14 messures sand to 1
me: sure lesfmould plus some charcoal.) which is then
stood in e shallow trey containing a small ~mount of weter.
By kccping the level of the watcr topped up the cuttings
soon bceome turgid snd are rcady 3o be grsficd upon once
good growth is noticed. I find the begt timec to greft
ie mid April to mid@ Scptember. '

The secdling is preparced first, making a clean cut just
shove the rootstock using 2 rezor blade which has been
swebbed with methylated spirts. - This is to remove any
trace of greasc or oxide which msy be prcsent on the blade.
Of coursc, the blede is left sside for = few moments to
give the meths time to cvaporatc before commchecing wori.

The stock is cut next,with one clecan,horizontal stroke
approximetely 4" from its spex. For the grofting of very
young secdlings a great smount of sop should be prcscnt
if thcy =are to succeced. Tf the stock sccretes littlc sep
or is in poor growing condition the greft will fail.

The secdling is now plsrccd on the stock directly over
the centrel vascular tissuc. No method of holding the
grrft in pleee is nocessary.

The wholc opcx-tion of grefting mustd be carricd out
as guickly as possible as the cut surfaces must not be
allowed to bcgin to dry beforc they ~re brought togcther.
If this heppcns both stock and scion must bc rc-cut.

The graft is plsced in shede for & few weeks or ot
lcost until the secdings begins to grow properly. As
the cut surfsces arc cmbryonic n complcte union takes plece
within a few drys.

A good guide to rccognising = suecessful graft is a
sccdling which is bright grech, end has remained turgid
sinece the time of grefting. If it is notcd that the
gerdling is shrinking = 1littlc, or, when touched with
the finger it is found to be very so:t, it can bc assumed
that the greft has failed. The sccdling can be rccut and
rc-gr-ftcd onto snother stock if this is noted in time but
the chrnees of succcss are rcduc:d.
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T gct about 609/0 o 7004 succces with this method
of gref%ing young sgecdlings. Their growth rete is pushed
up cnormously. For exemplc after 3 or 4 —onths from the
time of grafting onc crn have Neoporteric or Copimposs #o
tol" in diamctor which c¢sn be re-greftcd onto Trichocerci
cte. or rootcd s cuttings.

Good pl-nts crn ~lso be obtained by rooting l-orgc
piceces of Cerci #~nd gyrfting upon the young sidc growths
which thoy produce, but »ith this mothod I find it is botter
to writ until the sccdling is sbout #+ di.meter beofore
attepting to groft. The gr £+ is hild in plsec by ¢ piccoe
of clastir band passcd over the eccdling end pinncd onto the
stock 2t rrch ond, using crctus spinrs, very littlc preossure
boing necded. This ~pplirnce is rcmoved after ~hout 3 énys,
When the seedling hrs re-chod & reassonrble size the side-
growth complcte with graft cen Lo removed snd tro-tcd as s
cutting.

With all gr-£fts it is important not to spresy thrm for
& few monthe as rot mey form £t the union of the two plents.
When & good cellus has form:d their ig little fo r of rot,
providing theot the graft wes medc woll sbove the 20il lovel.

0=0=0=0=0=0=0~

COMBINING BUSINTSS WITH PLTASURE,
by H.Gaulton

On Mondny 12th Soptcmbor T heda to go to Kettoring,
Northsnts on - working visit cxpceting to last four dsys,
this workcd out to plsn but thir: w:is some intercsiting side-
lights Colin Partington rnd Austin Fitzjohn hod srid t'you
must ¢cll on Ron Ginns if you sr¢ going to ¥oticring', so
I mrnaged to work n crll in, Desborough is so elosc 1o
Kcttering that it wes ensy, I wes lucky, Mr Ginns +r~g in,

Mrs Ginns busy 2t the typcwriter ~nd there wrs o cup of

ter in the pot if I would 1ilke one. I wes madce most

welcome, hed 2 good look round his rrally choicc collcetion,

saw mrny plantsthet I hsve not scen before and g ablc to

sort out somec of my doubts on plent naning. Ic hrs 3

grccnhouscs, sprecd well out, thore is thet mueh othor growth

in the llmrge grrden that you can hardly scc onc greenhousc

from snother, hc is about %o crect 2 new fourth grcoenhousc.

I hed mnother bit of uncxpected luck, r Ginns g2id '=rc you

coming to the mccting'y, I gladly accepted the igvitation

snd on Wednesdey 14th attendced at tho #corge Hotel, Kettoring.

I wes mnde most woleome, wes introduccd to the members ~nd fhe

firet gucstion I wre askcd was ' what will you heve', the

mecting wes © smrll onc comprred to our own but homely, T was
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not loft out in the cold, there is no tor bresk but you
cen nip out if you so desire ot zny time to the bar and
bring into the room 2 drop of 'tonic!.

Th- meeting aftcr the usuel busincss was on Mombers
slindcs snd the informal commentaries on the slides =nd
the fricndly leg pulling on onc =znothers photography nnd
nening was guite entertrining. The meeting wes from 7.30
( 7.40 start), there was an attempt to closc =t 9.30 but
cveryone was too interested for that, it eventually closcd
at 10.0 p.m. M ' : '

My Jjob finished p.m. Thursdey 15th, carcful route
plenning showed thet it would not be out of my wny to csll
at Mr Tyreclls st Welford om the way back so I took » chsnce
on finding him in as his litereturc steted !'Nurscry open
by appointment', lucky sgrin,thcre he wes in his nursery,
there was just onc big snag, it was the 'monscon scagon!
in Welford, we know it rerins in Menchester but we can't better
what weas coming down there, a very ouiek dash of probsbly 5o
yerds #nd I was sosked, howewcr, in a matter of scconds all
th~t wrs forgotten, I wes so cngrossed ih what was before my
cyes thet I forgoet my discomfort, I wrs only in my working
togs so0 the statc of me did not metter.

We werc amazed at Mr Tyrells plants at cur June lzcture
but thet wes nothing, I ssaw his frbulour Zygocactus, I dont
think any other word would describe it, I ss2w meny grofts,
2ll flourishing, hordes of scedlings ~nd some reelly choice
plents. His Largest grecnhousc with # ccntre staging is a
'jungle' of really supcr, lu~h, very much alive pl-rte, I -
cven sew an Ariocsrpus stood in & srucer of - oter end so-ked
but renlly looking full of lifc. I sow the pl-nt which was
uscd for the demonsitration 2t ""enchester, a Percskis with
5 or 6 grefts on, wec srw it with its clothes pegs on in June
to hold the grafts, now pegs arce off and each grsfted picce
hes a score or so of tiny ncw stem segments on, its really
fiushed with lifec end will soon bc = lovely big stendard
plant, it is the variety !'Wintcrs Trle' with the ottractiw
notehrd stems. _

I celled =t the wrong part of the scason to buy plents
but there weg still plenty to buy, time wes pressing, I had
n home to go to so I hnad to ler-ve but not without a few
plemts :nd a couplc of thosc coveted Pereskis's t0 grow-on
for greofting cxperiments.

Onc thing is ccrtsin I am going to Mr Tyrclls sg=zin,
whether it i8 » spceccial journey or just » passing onc.
O=0=0==0=0 =0
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'IT SEEMS TO ME wenvenvvcnnoss?
{RANDOM JOTTINGS..... by YOUR CHAIRMAN )

A STANDING INVITATION, Following the app rent success of
the Open Day held =% my home on July 31st when 37 members

of the brench visited my collection, I am more convinced
Then ever that visits to members grecnhouses are one of

the best weys of getting to know other members; and chetting
with them in a pleasant atmosphere on mstters connceted with
our hobby can only rcsult in = stronger and more vigorous
approsch to the life and activitics of the Branch. In view
ofthid I feel thag a Chairmens Open Dey might well become

an annual event in our programmc rnd would express the

hope that other members with representative collections
might arrenge similer events next summer. In the merntime

I would like every member to know that they arc welcome .

to call on me at ~ny time for a chet amd a2 look round my
collection, the only provisc being thet they first phone

me (WALKDEN 3525) in order 1o make surc that I will be =t
home. I find more 2nd morc of my sperc time being teken
up by society meetings etc., but Sundey is stilles dry when
members sre likely to find me =t home:

THE COMMITTET'S SINCERF THANKS.are due to the one in every
three members who took the troublc to fill in and yroturn

the Questionaire circulated in our July issue. It is a snad
feet that the apathy to which I roferred on that occsasion
8till persists with thc result that only 40 gucstionaires
were returned out of aspproximately 130 sent out. Acting

on the assumption that the 40 helpful members of the branch
represent A fair if somcwhetsmall eross-scetion of our
membership, your committee have analysed the replies received
with some rether interesting resulis;e '

1) It appeers that over half our membership have relatively
small collections{i.e. less than 3oo plants) =nd thot
almost a third of our members have no grecenhouwse snd grow
their plants on window sills -~ 3 people are gallantly
striving to house collections in cold-fromes.

2.) Practically 8004 of members arc genmerally s:tisfied
with our programme and activities but onver onc third of -
members find Saturd-y meetings inconvenicnt and almost all
these members opted for Wedncsdey as an alternative meeting
night. Your committece feel that this is a cufficicently large
proportion of members to warrani support and accordingly
it has been dcecided thet of the 4ocn meetings to be held
in the Milton H-1ll next ycer, five 48 them will be held
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on Saturdcy £ in the pest ~nd the r-meining five on
Wedncesdry cvenings. This will be ¢n cxperimentel
arrengeaent for onc yerr and a carcful check will be
made of ettendences in ordcr to dceide whether the chrnge
to Wednesday cvenings results in better attendnnecs.

3)  Regerding contcnt of mectings it weos spparent thed
non-tcehnicrl teolks on individual gencrr and slide
shows ar: by far the most populsr items; therc wee a

smellcr demand for tcchnicsl teolks by botonists ond .
surprisingly Quizz-s snd Brezins frust type mectings
intcrested hardly aiyonc. )

4.) The Branch rppcrrs to be coually divided on the
gucstion ' to show or not to show' but I ves
conccrned snd 2 little nlermcd by the number of ultra-
modest membors who confospcd to an interest in ghowing
but felt they had insufficirnt good plents! Your
committce will doubtless meke provision for somc clnss(cs)
for the more common plents in smallish pots at our next show
in en ettompt to tempt the faint-hecarted to give their
plants an outing in the Dernsarte supshine ncxt yorr.

5 The finrl urstion on the list cxplored the noseibility
in addition to our normel monthly mcetings:— the
possibility of holding informal mortings in wcmbers
homes voccived 1littlec support but 80o/o of mcmbers
wentcd morc Open Diys in members greconhouses and 7504
wanted to take pert in visits to Hurscries in privrie
car prriies(cxpenses to be shrred.)

Certrinly your Committce hes pow © far clerrer idee of members
wishcs sné slready they have st rted planning your 1967 progr-mme
be “ring in mind the vicws cxprosscd.

THREE CV'TERS TOR T''F LADITS OF MARCHTST R BRANCH who did

80 much 0 mrke the rirst Northern Arce Meeting to be held

in Menchester, such an cnjoysble ~ffeir! I wes dclightgd

at the magnificcht responsc to 4ic Committee's bullying'and

cejoling which prompted a numbcr of our lady mcmbers to provide

such a veried rnd esppetising 'sprerd' for the dcl-geates $o —

the meceting. EBven so the running bufict would not heve boen

80 succcgsful had it not been for the hrrd-workines lesdics ;ﬁo

nctuglly kept ths buffet 'running' by their untifing cfforts

ggoElng Ega ggg-was?ingtplptos. I know they were fer too busy
oo c lcirl vote rnks mede g 3

8 aepg Lac stiiniel chge;f thenks mede to them, so lets ~ive

-0=~0=0=-0=0-0—
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